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Favorable Influence of Roentgen-ray Stimulation in the Healing of 
Fractures. — Fkaenkel ( Zentralbl. f. Chir., 1914, xli, 1105) calls atten¬ 
tion to previous communications on the favorable influence of the 
Roentgen rays on pleuritic thickening, on the dissolution of adhesions 
in peritoneal tuberculosis and on its influence in some gynecological 
and other conditions. He has tried it in eight cases of fracture. In a 
two-year-old child with a comminuted fracture of the second phalanx 
of the little finger and a six-year-old boy with a similar fracture of the 
first phalanx of the index finger, from careful exposure to the Roentgen 
rays, complete union was obtained in one case in eight days and in the 
other in ten days. In a third child with a transverse fracture of the 
radius and an oblique splintered fracture of the ulna, in six sittings 
with exposure of the fractures to the rays on all sides, the boy who was 
eight years old had a well-developed callus formation and consolidation 
of the fracture. The other cases which were in adults showed similar 
rapid healing. A one-and-a-half-year-old child had her thumb crushed 
under a heavy lid, a comminuted fracture of the first phalanx resulting. 
An attempt had been made to fix the fracture by sutures and silver 
clamps, and when the Roentgen-ray treatment was begun, gangrene 
threatened. After repeated exposures the threatened gangrene sub¬ 
sided, but the child later fell on the thumb, the therapeutic effect of 
the Roentgen rays was lost, and the thumb was amputated. 


A Clinical and Experimental Contribution to Operation for Movable 
Kidney. — Tichy ( Deut. Zschr. f. Chir., 1914, cxxx, 17) made a study 
of this subject based upon an operation performed by Konig, as follows: 
The kidney was exposed by a lumbar incision. At the upper pole of 
the kidney in the fibrous capsule two frontal incisions about 1.5 cm. 
long were made, anteroposteriorly, about 4 cm. apart. Between the 
two the capsule was carefully undermined. Then from the external 
surface of the twelfth rib which had a well-developed periosteum, a 
strip of the latter was separated, about 1.5 cm. wide and 6 cm. long. 
It was divided anteriorly and the free end passed under the bridge of 
separated kidney capsule so that the surface of the periosteal strip 
separated from the rib lay in contact with the parenchyma of the 
kidney. The periosteum was then sutured on itself and to the rib so 
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that the kidney hung from it. The fibrous capsule was also split on 
the convexity of the kidney and its free edges sutured to the fascia. 
Gauze was lightly packed against the kidney and the wound closed to 
its lateral angle. A good fixation of the organ was thus obtained. 
Histological examination showed that the periosteum healed firmly 
to the capsule and kidney without any change in the structure of the 
kidney. 


A Study of Malignant Tumors of the Testicle, Especially of the 
Epithelial Variety. — Sekaguciii (Archiv. gen. d. Chir., 1914, viii, 641) 
made a study of malignant tumors of the testicle based upon 32 tumors. 
The large-celled variety was the most frequent, 23 out of the 32 tumors 
being of this kind. The typical large-celled tumors of the testicle are 
epithelial and peculiar to the testicle. He believes that they are 
derived from the adult epithelium of the canals. The presence of 
cartilaginous tissue (existing in 2 cases) is explained easily by a meta¬ 
plasia of the inflamed connective tissue with the appearance of hyaline 
tissue which presents all the forms of transition into cartilaginous 
tissue. Sarcoma of the testicle is rare (only one case among those of 
Sekaguchi). Simultaneous existence in the same testicle of carcinoma 
and tuberculosis was found in one case. There was no relationship 
between the two except that the tuberculosis may have developed sec¬ 
ondarily to the carcinoma. The large-celled tumors developed usually 
between the thirtieth and fortieth years and between the fortieth and 
fiftieth years. The malignant epithelial tumors which resemble the 
adenoma in structure develop in infancy as well as in adult life. In 
1 case this tumor developed in an old man. In 4 cases the tumor 
seemed to follow a traumatism. In 1 case it was related to an ectopic 
testicle. 


The Treatment of Surgical Tuberculosis with Tuberculomucin 
(Wileminsky). — Goetz and Sparmann (Mitt. a. d. Grenzgeb. d. Med. u. 
Chir., 1914, xxviii, 53) discusses his results with the use of this new’ 
specific preparation in 54 cases of ambulatory tuberculosis. These 
included 17 cases of lymphoma, 12 of caries, 11 of fungus, 10 of multiple 
foci, 1 of tuberculous epididymitis, and 3 cases in which the differential 
diagnosis between tuberculosis and lues was doubtful. He regards 
the tuberculomucin as an efficient aid in surgical forms of tuberculosis. 
Of 44 cases, of which only one showed a lung involvement of mild 
grade, in 22 the results varied from improvement to cure. In all, the 
first puncture reaction was considerable. One case healed after the 
first reaction but recurred nine and one-half months later. Of the 
remaining 26 cases, 11 remained uninfluenced and of these 3 showed 
only a slight first reaction. The others grew worse and of these only 2 
showed a slight first reaction. One died a long time after the beginning of 
the treatment. The first reaction has a prognostic importance. Mild or 
absent reaction from the initial dose of 3 to 6 mg. of the tuberculomucin 
appeared in such cases as were therapeutically uninfluenced or suc¬ 
cumbed to the tuberculosis w’ithin the next four months. A considerable 
or strong first reaction is observed in cases in which are favorably 
influenced by the treatment, although it may be seen in cases unfavor¬ 
ably influenced. Of the various forms, those with localization of the 



